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Introduction

People who came to Japan through Sakura Science Plan (SSP)
are all certified as members of the Sakura Science Club (SSC),
the official alumni association of the SSP exchange program.
Sakura Science Club tries to maintain ties among members
through social media and by conducting alumni meetings in
various cities so that members continue to be active as a
bridge between Japan and their home country. By November
2019, SSC has over 30,000 members and has grown into a
huge network.

Introduction

One of the main activities of the Sakura Science Club are
alumni reunions. At these alumni meetings in different cities,
members rekindle their friendship and ties with Japan. During
these meetings, organizers also provide information on
studying in Japan. It would be such a great pleasure if SSC
could also act as a point of contact to gain new ideas or to find
collaborators.
Local reunions have been going on for the last five years in
Japan, Singapore, Thailand, China, India, Sri Lanka, Vietnam,
Malaysia, and Indonesia, so far. Moreover, there have been
many members who came back to Japan for higher studies or
internship after they returned home. On November 11, 2019,
the second alumni gathering in Japan was held for such people
who came back to study or to do research in Japan. These
types of activities based in Japan will also continue in the
future.

Alumni Members 2014‐2020

Alumni
In India

Alumni coordinators
In India

Jeetender Chugh

Puranik Antara Pravin

Department of Chemistry
and Biology, Indian
Institute of Science
Education and Research
(Assistant Professor)

(University Student)

Chandrasseril
Bansidhar Aiswarya

Priyam Srivastava

(Graduate Student)

(University Student)

Alumni coordinators
In India

Jeetender Chugh

In 2017, I applied for a JST grant
to use a research facility at Osaka
University. Since then, I have
visited there 4 times to carry out
my experiments. Thanks to SSP, it
has been a great experience
visiting Japan. I hope to continue
using the facilities and interacting
with the scientists.

Puranik Antara Pravin

SSP opened up new avenues.
There are good reasons to do
research in Japan. It was
fascinating to see people of
different professions in Japan. I
decided to learn Japanese and
wish to develop India-Japan
relations. Japan provides
maximum safety and equality to
women. It has become a second
home for me.

Chandrasseril
Bansidhar Aiswarya

Priyam Srivastava

SSP has winged my aspirations to
go to the land where ancient
traditions meet modern
technology. According to my
experience, SSP has paved the
way to bring together people
from over 9 different countries to
live and learn like one big happy
family. It is clearly working for
global progress and prosperity.

SSP provided me an opportunity
for research and exchange of
ideas with Japanese people. SSP is
a combination of research and
cultural programme. It makes a
bridge between two countries.

Alumni coordinators
In India

Mansi Sharma

Nandini Bagga

(University Student)

(University Student)

Sagar Khatri

Disha Malik

(University Student)

(University Student)

Alumni coordinators
In India

Mansi Sharma

Nandini Bagga

SSP boosted my life. It proved that
studying and working in Japan has
great advantages. This program
was a dream come true for me.
After SSP, I became one of the 120
girls selected from all over India
by Google to give professional
training in the department of
Computer Science & Engineering.

Through SSP I got a chance to
experience the bountiful
hospitality of our Japanese friends.
The SSP makes people's dream to
study in Japan come true.
Anybody who becomes a part of
this program gains great deal of
insignia.

Sagar Khatri

Disha Malik

SSP is a great initiative by the
Japanese government. It offers an
amazing blend of opportunities to
students interested in STEM. A
truly unforgettable experience.

SSP has provided us with a
glorious opportunity to explore
Japan. It gave me an opportunity
to research and learn about new
technologies. SPP also helped me
inculcate the quality of team
management, as working with
people from different
backgrounds helps exchange
cultural ideas. Also, I really like the
idea of SSC!

Alumni coordinators
In India

Nikita Raychandani

Siddharth Kumar

(Graduate Student)

IIT Delhi
(Graduate Student)

Pragya Bhatt

Jaya Sathiyamani

Inter University
Accelerator Centre,
New Delhi
(Post Doctoral Fellow)

International Max Planck
Research School for
Neurosciences
University of Goettingen
(MSc-PhD Student)

Alumni coordinators
In India

Nikita Raychandani

Siddharth Kumar

My experience in Sakura Science
Program was very enthusiastic
and knowledgeable. I got to learn
many things during my trip to
Japan and met professors for
grasping their new innovations in
technology. I would really like to
spread about SSP program to get
attached as many people as
possible.

This whole experience of Japan
trip was exhilarating with the
perfect combination of natural
beauty and technology. A trip that
I will never forget.

Pragya Bhatt

Jaya Sathiyamani

I visited Japan in 2016 to deliver a
few lectures under SSP. I could
also participate in an experiment
at Tokyo Metropolitan University.
We have been exchanging our
research ideas and working in
collaboration since then. Thanks
to SSC for such an opportunity to
learn and interact with the
Japanese students / scientists
and have a taste of their culture.

SSP is a great initiative to cultivate
a collaborative scientific
environment among Indian and
Japanese science students and
investigators. Besides providing
opportunities to explore different
research avenues, it also brings
about a deeper understanding of
the cultures of the country:
building a strong scientific
community space for growth,
together.

Alumni
In Indonesia

Alumni coordinators
In Indonesia

Muhammad Fadel

Helen Kristin

Haluoleo University
(University Student)

Universitas Sebelas Maret
(University Student)

Akhmad Adi Sulianto

Maryam Al Lubbu

Brawijaya University
(Assistant Professor)

Center for Rural Areas
Empowerment, Institut
Teknologi Bandung
(Researcher)

Alumni coordinators
In Indonesia
Muhammad Fadel

Helen Kristin

My vision and hope for the Sakura
Science Club is that we are
expected to be able to connect
with each other specifically all the
alumni in all countries and also to
work together and collaborate in
the fields of science and
technology. And don't forget "we
are one"!

Through Sakura Science Plan (SSP),
I obtained new scientific insights,
having a chance to work with
overseas students in a high-tech
laboratory and learned Japanese
culture. SSP will always be a once
in a lifetime experience as well as
uniting participants in becoming
one!

Akhmad Adi Sulianto

Maryam Al Lubbu

As an SSC Alumni, I hope to create
sustainable programs for
members with JST and the host
university in Japan, to be able to
provide scholarship information,
to set up regular reunions with
host organizations who interacted
with us, and to meet new friends
and exchange new knowledge
related to science development.

Sakura Science Club connects my
friends and I to share our
experiences, knowledge, and
open the chance to get exciting
achievement.

Alumni coordinators
In Indonesia

Dian Kusumawati

Dina Setyaningrum

Institut Teknologi
Bandung
(Graduate Student)

IPB University
(Post-Doctor)

Mirnawati Ramli Ahaya

Ika Arofa Setiawati

Gorontalo State
University
(Graduate Student)

Kwansei Gakuin University
(Graduate Student)

Alumni coordinators
In Indonesia

Dian Kusumawati

Ever since in high school, I wanted
to be an earthquake researcher.
Thank you Sakura Science
Program for the opportunity to
work on research with prominent
seismologists in Japan!

Dina Setyaningrum

My vision for SSC : I will connect
all the alumni of SSP and share
the benefit of joining SSC in
Indonesia.

Mirnawati Ramli Ahaya

Ika Arofa Setiawati

My thoughts about SSC ─ It is
better for the implementation of
its club activities to be carried out
with a longer time to get
maximum results.

Quote: Loving your times and big
thanks to the God always

Alumni coordinators
In Indonesia

Lalu Rahmat Faizin

Ahmad Syafii

Institut Teknologi
Bandung
(University Student)

Universitas Indonesia
(Graduate Student)

Alifia Zahratul Ilmi

Miftahul Zannah

Institut Teknologi
Bandung
(University Student)

Universitas Sumatera
Utara
(Graduate Student)

Alumni coordinators
In Indonesia

Lalu Rahmat Faizin

After I joined SSP, I realized that
many Japanese people actually
admire our country and they need
us young scientists to become the
frontier in science and
technological advancement. Come
and join us. Japan and Indonesia,
together can tie Asia!

Ahmad Syafii

SSP program and SSC will
strengthen the connection
between Indonesia and Japan. It
also can be a home for all the
alumni around the world.

Alifia Zahratul Ilmi

Miftahul Zannah

Sakura Science Club is a wideranging opportunity to inspire
people. We are able to learn from
others as well as to give valuable
ideas. As a part of SSC, there is a
great expectation that we will
tighten the relationship between
Japan and our country to develop
science and technology fields.

Personally, I am very happy being
main coordinator for Indonesia
(SAAI), I could learn about
research and study opportunities
in Japan. I hope SSC would
prioritize coordinators for such
opportunities. In the future, SSC
can help our career development,
aspirations for study in Japan and
establishment of research groups
among SSC members.

Alumni coordinators
In Indonesia

Ferdinan Hironimus Prasetio

Zakiyah Ramadany

University of Jakarta
(University Student)

University of Jember
(Graduate Student)

Aprianto

Mutiara Aulya Firdausy

Wasur National Park

Universitas Indonesia
(University Student)

Alumni coordinators
In Indonesia

Ferdinan Hironimus Prasetio

Zakiyah Ramadany

I hope in the near future, the
collaboration between alumni
coordinators and JST will keep on
advancing.

Thank you, Sakura Science
Program for giving me an
opportunity to visit Japan that
impacted my professional career
path. I hope this program to
continue and help other people to
make their dreams come true.

Aprianto

Mutiara Aulya Firdausy

My thoughts and vision for Sakura
Science Program is to make it a
bridge of information-from an
idea to become real action in
various fields.

SSP was one of my splendid
opportunities during high school.
I hope that SSP would become a
part for Indonesian students to
develop their passion in science.

Alumni
In Sri Lanka

Dilrukshi Ekanayake
National Science
Foundation/Sri Lanka
(Senior Scientific Officer)

Sakura Science Plan (SSP) is one of the premier
student exchange programmes operating
successfully in Sri Lanka, providing opportunity for
our young researchers to foster their learning
career in the field of science and technology. This
depicts the success of Sri Lanka-Japan bilateral
scientific cooperation towards mutually-benefitting
human resource development.
Empowering the young researchers will be an
investment for the future as they will become
leaders who will contribute to the country’s socioeconomic development. Thus, it would be better to
provide them more hands-on experience in
advanced science and technology through shortterm training programmes at hi-tech/advanced
universities and research institutes in Japan. Sakura
Science Alumni Association of Sri Lanka which is
hosted by the National Science Foundation (NSF)
expects to harness members’ knowledge gained
through the programme and to upgrade the
scientific literacy of student community in this
country. Under the Memorandum of Cooperation
(MoC) between JST and NSF, we foresee that there
is a huge opportunity to increase the number of
short-term trainings for young Sri Lankan
researchers through SSP.

Alumni coordinators
In Sri Lanka

Nimantha Mahesh
Wickramage
Ceylon Cold Stores PLC,
Colombo
(Graduate Student)

Uditha Roshan
Department of
Mechanical Engineering,
University of Moratuwa
(Graduate Student)

Mananjaya Balasooriya
University of Peradeniya
(Graduate Student)

Alumni coordinators
In Sri Lanka
Nimantha Mahesh
Wickramage

SSP may be able to involve
talented students worldwide. SSP
should gather graduate students
again in Japan to share about
their present work. SSC is a
powerful global network that links
all members, to share knowledge
and experiences. Therefore, I
suggest holding a meeting of
coordinators representing each
country to discuss future activities.

Uditha Roshan

SSP should extend experiences to
outstanding students everywhere.
In return, they could do a
knowledge-transfer back to their
homeland and to the world. SSC is
a useful initiative to connect
everyone who participated in SSP.
We can share knowledge and
experiences with members to
build up our knowledge domain.

Mananjaya Balasooriya

SSC is a bridge between the
international young students to
share culture and knowledge.

Alumni
In Vietnam

Alumni coordinators
In Vietnam

Ngo Van Quyen

Le Xuan Chinh

(Software Developer)

Chiang Mai University
Organic Aquaculture Center
(Researcher)

Nguyen Thi Man

Nguyen Kim Thanh

VIETNAM NATIONAL
MUSEUM OF NATURE
(Researcher)

Institute of Transport
Science and Technology
(ITST)
(Researcher)

Alumni coordinators
In Vietnam

Ngo Van Quyen

Le Xuan Chinh

I am and always will be the
optimist. The hoper of far-flung
hopes and the dreamer of
improbable dreams. Just do what
I do, hold tight and pretend it’s a
plan! Allons-y…

Through meetings with agencies,
universities, and businesses, we
may acquire funds to hold
seminars on applied sciences,
study abroad and research
projects. We can connect to
achieve sustainable development
between Vietnam and Japan. Plus
for the region. My field is Aquatic
Science and have many ideas that
I can share.

Nguyen Thi Man

Nguyen Kim Thanh

Thanks to Sakura Science Plan
(SSP) which provided me an
opportunity to visit Japan. I'm
wishing SSP more and more nonstop development for many young
researchers not only in Vietnam
but also in the world to have a
chance to experience the cuttingedge science and technology in
Japan.

The program provided training to
young professionals in Vietnam
through international symposium
and visits to typical landslide sites
in Japan. At the sites, there were
modern solutions, new types of
structure to reduce impact on
infrastructure and people. Thus,
SSP is an important basis for
researchers to develop their nextstage concept.

Alumni coordinators
In Vietnam

Pham Quang Tho

Vu Anh Dao

Hanoi Medical university
(Resident doctor)

Hanoi University of
Mining and Geology
(Teacher)

Phi Thi Tu Anh

Bui Thi Hoai Thu

Tam Anh General Hospital
(Doctor)

Hanoi Medical University
(Resident doctor)

Alumni coordinators
In Vietnam

Pham Quang Tho

Vu Anh Dao

SSP is really interesting and
helpful. It was the first step
helping me get closer to the world.

SSC is a great community to
connect friends and scientists
from around the world. We were
able to exchange between
countries, especially Japan. That
motivates us to develop our own
country. I hope that in the near
future, SSC will spread such
beautiful messages from Japan to
more countries around the world.

Phi Thi Tu Anh

Bui Thi Hoai Thu

The exchange program in Japan
has given me not only a lot of new
experiences, but also many new
friends. Though SSC in Vietnam
has just been established for not a
long time, we are trying to build a
strong community and provide
support to all members.

I am so glad that I had the
opportunity to be a coordinator of
SSC in Viet Nam. I had a great
time to make new friends from
other sciences to gain more
knowledge and share ideals to
build a healthy community.

Alumni coordinators
In Vietnam

Doan Bao Linh
National University of
Civil Engineering
(University Student)

Alumni coordinators
In Vietnam

Doan Bao Linh

I'm looking forward to expanding
and elevating Sakura Science
programs for undergraduate
students in Vietnam. Our young
generation is always eager to
learn new global knowledge and
relationship.

Alumni
In Malaysia

Alumni coordinators
In Malaysia

Nur Shakila Binti Muzammir

Mok Kar Mun

Ministry of Education,
Malaysia
(Assistant Secretary,
International Relations
Division)

Biocon Sdn Bhd
(Analytical Scientist)

Che Azurahanim Che
Abdullah
UNIVERSITI PUTRA
MALAYSIA
(Researcher)

Lau Woei Jye
Universiti Teknologi
Malaysia
(Academic Staff
Assoc. Prof.)

Alumni coordinators
In Malaysia

Nur Shakila Binti Muzammir

Sakura Science Plan and Sakura
Science Club are indeed
remarkable platforms for
nurturing the seeds of the future
on their quest of becoming a
highly capable global citizen.

Mok Kar Mun

My thought and vision towards
SSC is for the club to be a global
platform that can foster
collaborative culture and provide
technical exchange on science and
technology aspects across the SSC
network.

Che Azurahanim Che
Abdullah

Lau Woei Jye

1)Making Sakura Science an
international STEM program
2) Request short write-up by
previous participants for year
book
3)Survey of how the Sakura
Science program changed the way
participants think

Sakura Science Club is a good
platform to expose students,
researchers and academic staff to
know about the teaching and
learning culture in Japan's schools
and institutions.

Alumni coordinators
In Malaysia

Mornizawati Binti Abdullah

Gan Hong Seng

Kuala Langat Community
College, Department of
Polytechnic and
Community College
Education(Teacher)

Universiti Kuala Lumpur
(Researcher)

Mohd Haziq B. Sharom Ravi
Daram
(Graduate Student)

Nur Arina Binti Johari
KBM Konsult SDN BHD
(Employee)

Alumni coordinators
In Malaysia

Mornizawati Binti Abdullah

Gan Hong Seng

My thoughts and vision for Sakura
Science Plan/Club is to bring and
educate my students to
participate in the Sakura Science
program and perhaps one day my
kids also will further study in
Japan.

My thoughts and vision for Sakura
Science Program/Club is to foster
intercultural exchange and create
positive vibes among SSC
members through collaborative
international activities between
SSC alumni associations of
different countries.

Mohd Haziq B. Sharom Ravi
Daram

Nur Arina Binti Johari

N/A

I sincerely wish for Sakura Science
program to continue to spread its
wings and keep on creating the
path for students to study or to
work in Japan. The program can
create more talented, diverse and
capable students for a better
future.

Alumni coordinators
In Malaysia

Nurzal Effiyana Binti Ghazali

Arif Zulfadli Bin Nain

Universiti Teknologi
Malaysia
(Lecturer)

Sabah Electricity Sdn Bhd
(Engineer)

Alumni coordinators
In Malaysia

Nurzal Effiyana Binti Ghazali

Arif Zulfadli Bin Nain

Sakura Science Plan is a good
platform to introduce
advancement of science and
technology in Japan and the world.
As a platform where I found my
collaborator in teaching as well as
research and development, I
really hope this platform will be
ever-lasting for our future
generation.

SSC provides me with the
opportunity to experience
different culture and environment
(thoughts/technology etc). As
such, I believe planning is
important for my future: "If you
fail to plan, you plan to fail."

Alumni
In Ｊａｐａｎ

Alumni coordinators
In Ｊａｐａｎ

Lai Hung Wei
(Malaysia)

Ha Hoang
(Vietnam)

Tokyo Institute of
Technology
(Ph.D. Student)

Kioxia Corporation
(Researcher)

Huang Lei (黄 磊)
(China)

Thin Thin Htut
(Myanmar)

JBCC株式会社
(System Engineer)

Hiroshima University
(Master Student )

Alumni coordinators
In Japan
Lai Hung Wei
(Malaysia)

We aspire to create a platform
where members can share and
exchange information about
Japan like landing a job. For future
collaborations, we also hope to
set up networks for our highly
specialized globalized community
in various fields. Let us work
together because we are one and
one is for all!

Ha Hoang
(Vietnam)

To all SSC members, I hope that
our club activities will benefit
your career path and enhance
your passion in science and
technology.

Huang Lei (黄 磊)
(China)

Thin Thin Htut
(Myanmar)

Maybe Alumni coordinators can
be a volunteers when other
students participate in the Sakura
Science Program/Club in Japan.

I want this club to help SSP alumni
who are in Japan or who intend to
study or work in Japan. We should
collect data of SSP Alumni as
much as possible and to keep in
touch with SSC Alumni
coordinators. We, coordinators,
also have to try the best we can.

Alumni coordinators
In Ｊａｐａｎ

Nguyen Chi Long
(Vietnam)

Soe Htet Wai
(Myanmar)

(Mr. Nguyen Chi Long has
left Japan after his studies
completed.)

Miyazaki University
(Ph.D. Student)

Zou Wei
(China)

Pousali Mukherjee
(India)

(Ms. Zou Wei has left
Japan after her studies
completed.)

Kyoto University
(Ph.D. Student)

Alumni coordinators
In Japan
Nguyen Chi Long
(Vietnam)

Soe Htet Wai
(Myanmar)

Sakura Science program will be a
great platform to connect young
people around the world through
science and innovation.

During SSP, one can experience
technology and study through
lecture sessions in Japan. The
sightseeing spots in Japan were
also beautiful. After this program,
I challenged myself to do my
higher studies in Japan and I did
get the opportunity! I’m sure I’ll
never forget those memories
from taking part in the program.

Zou Wei
(China)

Pousali Mukherjee
(India)

My thought for SSC is that I hope
SSC can also make first alumni
meeting in China. What's more, I
think it can expand the influence
in China if SSC can create a
Chinese SNS account like Weibo.

I was very inspired and decided to
do research in Japan during the
participation in Sakura Science
Program in July 2017. I applied for
MEXT fellowship for PhD and was
successfully selected as MEXT
fellowship 2019. I’ve been doing
PhD at Kyoto University since
October 2019.

Sakura
Science
Organizers

Michinari Hamaguchi
President of JST

Akito Arima
Director of CRSC

Kazuki Okimura
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Founder of SSP
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Haruko Yoneyama
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Director

Shan Gu
Manager, Fellow

Dai Minowa
Deputy Manager

Yuji Nishikawa
Advisor

Hideo Natsume
Program Coordinator

SSC Secretariat -JISTECKenkichi Hirose
Chief Executive Director /Ph.D

Mayumi Jinpu
Director

Qin Zhou
Director

Hisae Kobayashi
Chinatsu Saito
Shoko Sakai

Zhang Lin
Erika Kawazoe

